; ſrnE 
Declaration, 


Ot the Gentlemen, Merchants, and Inhabitants of BOSTON, and the 


Countrey Adjacent. 


EE have ſeen more than 


a decad of years rolled 
away, lince the Engliſh 
World had the Dilco- 
very of an horrid Po- 


piſh Phe ; wherein the bloody Dewaro's of Rome 


had in their D:ſign arft! ProſpeX no Teſs rhan 
the extin&tion of the Prorefant Religion ; which 


| FL Work they called the utter ſubduing of a 
Tf a 


uent Hereſie: wherein ( they ſaid ) there 

yer were ſuch hopes of Succeſs ſince the Death 
of Queen Mary as now in our dayes. And we 
were of all Men the moſt inſenfible, - if we 
fhould apprehend a Countrey ſo remarkable 
for the.truc Profeſſion and pure Exerciſe» of the 
Pr t Religion as New: England is , wholl 
unconcerned in the Infandous Plot ; to cru 
and break a Countrey fo intirely and fignally 
made up of Reformed Churches, !and at length 
$0 involve it in the miſeries of an utter Extirpa- 
tion: muſt needs carry even a Super erogation 
of meric. with it, among ſach as were intoZi- 
. cared with a Bigotry inſpired into chem by the 
great Scarlet Whore, 


'$ I. To pet us within the reach of ths de- 
ſolation defired for 1s, it was no improper 
thing that we ſhould firit have our Charter Va- 
: cated and the hedge which kept us from the wild 
B:aſts of the field effeCtaally broken down. 
\ The accompliſhment of this was haſtned by the 
"unwearied folicitations and ſlanderous accuſati- 
ons of a man for-his Malice and Falſ-hood well 
known unto us all, 


Oar Charter was with a moſt injurious pre* 
tence (8& ſcarce that) of Law,Condemned before 
it waz poſſi>le for us to appear at Meſtminſter in 
the legil defence of it: and without a fair leave 
- £0 an{wer for our ſelves concerning the crimes 
falfly laid to our charge, we were put under 
- a Preſident and Councill, without any liberty for 
an Aſſembly which the other American Planta- 
trons have, by a Commiſſian from his Myeſty. 


April 18th, 


i16$g: 


$ 1/1 The Commiſſion was as Ileget for the 
forme of it, as the way of obtaining it was Mas 
licious and unreaſonable : yet we made no re- 
liſtance thereuntoas wee could cafly have done; 
but choſe to give all Man-kind a demonſtration 
of our being a people fi ficiently durifull and 
loyall re our King : and this with yet more Sa- 
tisfation becauſe wee took pains to make our 
ſelves believe as much as evcr we corfld of the 
Whedle then offer'd unto us ; That his Majeſtys 
deſire was no other then the happy encreaſe & 
advance of theſe Provinces by their more imme- 
diate dependance on the Crown of England. And 
we were convinced of it by the courſes im- 
medately taken to damp and. ſpoyl our trade , 
wherof decayes and complaints preſently filled 
all th Countrey ; while in the mean time nei- 
therthe Honour nor the Treaſure of the King 
was at all advanced by this new Model of our 
Afﬀairs, but a conſiderable Charge added unto 
the Crogn. + 


$. IV. In little more than half a Yeat we 
ſaw this Commiſſion ſuperſeded by another 
vet more Abſolute and Arbitrary, with which 
Sr, Edmond Androſs arrived as our Governour: 
who beſides his Power, with the Advice and 
Conſent of his Council, to make Laws and raiſe 
Taxes as he plealed; had alfo Authority by 
himſelf ro Muſter and Imploy all Perfons reſi 
ding irt the Territory as occaſion ſhall ſerve * 
—_ ro transfer ſuch Forces to any Engliſh Plan- 
tation in America, as occaſion ſhall require. And 


feveral Companies of Red Coats were now 


brought from Europe, ro ſupport what was to 
be Impoſed upon us, not without repeated Me- 
—_ that ſome hundreds more wete intended 
OI US, 


$ Y. The Government was no ſooner in 
theſe Hands, but care was taken to load Prefer- 
ments principally upon ſuch Men as were ſtran- 
gers to, and haters of the People - and every 
ones Obſervation hath noted, what Oualifica- 
tions recommended a Man to publick Offices and 
Employments, only here and there a god mer 
was uſed, where others could not cafily be had; 


the Governour himſelf with aflertions now and | righteovſly., and ſome not of the meant 
then fallingtrom him made us jealous that ir | qualiry have been kepr in long and clole Im- 
would b2 thught for his Majeſties Intercit, it : priſonmerrt without any the leaſt Information 
this People were removed and another fuc- | appearing avainft them, Or an Habeas ( viſus 
ceeded in their room : And his far ferched In- | allowed nts them. In ſhort, wherr our Mili- 
ſtruments thar were growing Rich among ns, | ones have been a little our of Money, twas but 
would gravely inform us, that it was not for His | pretending ſome Otlence to be enquired intos 


Majelties Intereſt that we ſhould thrive. But of | and the moſt innacent of Men were continu- 
ally put into no ſmall expence to anſwer the 


Demands of the Officers, who nvit have Mo- 
ney of them, or a Priſon tor them: though none 
could accuſe them of any Mitdemcanour. 


all our oppreſſors we were cheifly Squerzed by 
a crew of abject Perſons fetched, from New- 
Tork to be the tools of the adverlarv ſtanding at 


our right hand ; by theſe were extraordmary | 


and mtollerable tzes extorted from every one 
upon all occaſions, without any Rules bur thoſe? 
.of their own iniatiabls avarie and beogarv ; 


and even ths probate of a will mt now coſt | 


as many Pounds perhaps as it did Shilings herc- 
Ttofore; nor could a ſmall Volume contain thc 


other Ililegalities done by theſe Heorſe-leaches | | 
-uplified hand, agreeable torhe ancictit cuſtome 


ſucking of us; and what Laws they made it was | of the Colony; and thotg' we rthinkwe can 


in the two or three years that they have been 


as impoſſible for us to know, as dangerous forus 


to hreak ; but we ſhall1:ave the men of 7 [rich | 
| Crown) not onlv ind11ges, but even commands 


' and enjayns the wite of lifting the | hand in 


and of Plimmth ( among others ) to reil the 
Scory of the kindnels which has been ſhown '*cm 

' Upon this accom. Doubtles a land fo Ruled 

' as once N2»- England was, has not without many 

tears and fighs behcid the wicked waiking on 
every {2de and the vileſt men exalted, 


6 VI It was now plainly affirmed both by 
ſome in openCouncil and by tne ſame in private 
converſe, that the people in New-England were 
all Slaves and the only difference berween them 
and Slay2s is their not being hbouzht and fold ; 
and it was a mixim dejvercd in open Court 
_ untotsby one of the Council, that we muſt 

not think the Priviledges of Enz!ih men would 
follow us to th end ot the world : According!y 
we Have been treated with multiplied contradift 
ons to Magna Charta, the rights of which:we 
laid claim unto. Perſons who did but pcaccably 


obictt againſt the raiſing of Taxes without an | 
AſſemHhly have been for it Fined, ſome ewenty.-j 


ſome rhirry, and others fifty Pounds. Pack: 


. and pickt Juries have heen very commnn things 


among us, when under: 4 protended form of 
Law che trouble of ſome perhaps honeſt and 
worthy Mzn has been aimed at : but when ſome 
of this Gang have ben brought upon the Stage, 
for the m 5ſt deteſtable Enormirics that ever the 
Sian Seheli, all Mn have with Admira- 
tion ſeen what m=thads have been taken thar 
they might not be- treated according to thgr 
Crim:s, Without a Verdit, vea, without a 
Fary ſometimzs have People been fined moſt wn- 


| Lan {crupied rhe 


6 77, To plunge the poor People every 
Wor? 1109 deeper [ncapacirics, there was one 


"ute given to. us ; multi 
Sober Mon through the 
mode of Swcaring on the 
they might Swear with art 


2 OM Brehenitve 
tu.le; of Pious and 


47 3<- 
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B»ok, deſiring that 


prove that the Common Law amongſt us ( as 
well as in ſore other places under tjie Engliſh 


Swearing ;, vet thev that had ths doubr were (ti} 
put by from {rving on any Juryes; and» many 
of them were moit unaccountably Fined and 
Impriſon*d. Thuscne grievance is a* Trove 
Eorſe, in the Boily of winch it 1s net eaſy to re- 


count how many infuticrable Vexations have 


becn contained. 


$6 VTIT.- Becauſe thele things could not make 
us miſerable tafe enough, there was a- notable 
D:ſcovery made, of, we know not what few mn 
all our Titles.ro tr Lands; and,though b/ides our 
purchaſe 'of thera from the Natives, and, beſides 


onr actua} peaceable nrqueitoned Potſedion of 
them, for near thveclcore 1cars, -and belides the 
Promiſe of K. Ciar/-s IT In his Proclamation 
(nt over to 18, 11 the Year 1633+ that mn man 
here ſha'l rece;uve any I'rejdice in 15 Free-hild 'or 
Eftate : we had the Crant of of r Lands, under 
the Scal of the Coun! of P!;aruth, winch Grant 
was Renewed and Cort med wrt) vs by Kihg 
hates I. Uacer the great Seal of England; and 
the G-neral Crt Winch conlited of the Parten- 
cees and their Aiſociates, had made particular 
Grants hereof to the ſeveral Towns -( though 
twas now denv'd by the Covernour, that theres 
was any ſ1ch Thing as a Town} among vs; to all 
which Grants the General Corrs annexed tor tha 
further ſecuring of them, 4 Genera! 4A Pale 


| lhed under the S2al of the Colonr, in tho Year 


1654, Yet we were Cereiry day 591, Thet no man 
74s 


mm 9 


=_ 
. *» / 
-—_ 
, 


wa; owner of @ Fort of Land in all the Colony, 
Accordingly, Writs ef Iatru/i- b2gan every where 
© be (erved on People; that after all their ſweat 
and their coit upon _the'r tormerly purchaſed 
+.ands, thought themſelves Free bolders of what 
they had, And the Governour cauſed the Lands 
pertaining to theſe and thol: particular men, to 
be meaſured out, for his Creatures to take poll:(fi- 
on of 3 and the Right Owners, for pulling up the 
Stakes, have paſ(:d chrough Moleſtations enough 
ro tire all the patlence &-world. They are 
more than a few, that were by Terrors driven 
to take Patrents tor their Lands at exceffive rates, 
to ſave them from the next that might Petition 
for them : and we fear that the forcing of the 
people at the ExHward hereunto gave too much 
Riſe to the late unhappy Invaſtion made 
by the Indi:ns on them. Blanek Pattent, 
were gat ready for the reſt of us, © 
b2 Sold at a Price, that all the Money and 
Moveables in the Territory couid ſcarce have 
paid. And teveral Towns in the Country, ta] 
their Commons beg d by Perſons ( even by ſome 
of che Council themſelves ) who have bzen prt- 
vately encouraged ch2reunts, by thoſe that ſought 
for occaſions to impoverith a Land already Peel- 
ed, Meeted om: and Tredden down. 


S IX All the Council were not ingaged in 
theſe Jil z&'ons but thoſe of them which were 
trus Lovers of th:ir Country, were tzldom adnut- 
ted to, and leldomer conſulred at the Dzbares 
which Produced thele uarighteous things ; Care 
was taken to keep them ander diladvantages ; 
and the Governour with five or {1x more did 
what they would We bore all theſe, and m1- 
ny many more iuch things, without making any 


. atrempt for any Relief; only Mr. Mather purely 


out of Reſpe& unto the good of his Ati &:d 
Country, undertz2ok a Vovage into England ; 
winch, when theſe men (aſp:ted. hin to be pre- 
paring for, they uſe all manner of Craft and 
Rage, not only co interrupt his Foyagze, bat to 
rune his Perſon coo, God having through many 
Ditaculcies given him to arrive at White: Hl, the 
King mvre chan once or twice Promt2d him a 
certiin Magna Charta for a ſpeedy redreſs of ma + 
ny things which we were groaning under : and 
in th2 m2an tim2;faid, That our Governdur ſhould 
be written unt6, to forb:ar the meaſures that be was 
upon, However, afcer this, ws were injured in 
tho{s very things, which were comolatned of; 
and b2{1ics what wrong hath bzzn done in qur 
civil Concerns, we {uppolſe the MiniSters, ad 
the Churches gvery Wigie have ſeen our Sacred 


| Concanms a pace going after them : How th*y 
have been Diſcounienanced, bas had a room 1: 
;h: retle&tions of every man, that 15 not a (trai," 
2er in wr 1ſrae!, 


$ X And yet that our Calamity, might not bs 
terminated here, we are again Brtzt d 1n the P2r- 
plexities-of another /:dien Har ; how, or why, 
1s myltery too deep for us ro unfold. And tho 
tis jadged, there are not oe bundred of our enc' 
mizs, yet an Army of one ih0uſand Enghth hatn 
been raiſzd for the Conquering of them 5 which 
Army of our poor Friends and Brethren now 
under Poriſh Commanders ( for in the Army as 
well as in the Council Papiits are in Commiſion ) 
Haz been under ſuch a condeCt that not one 7»- 
d;an hath been kill'd, but more Engliſh are fup- 
poſed to have died throagh hcknels, and harcs 
hp, and in a way little fatisfattory to their 
Friends, then we have adverſaries there alive ; 
and the whole War hath tezn ſo managed, that 
we can't bus {aſpe int, a branch of the Plor, 
to bring us Low ; which we propound further to 
be in due time enquired into, 


5s XL Wedid nothing againſt theſe Proceed- 
ings, but only cry to our God ; they have cauſed 
the cry of the Peor to come un'9 him, and be bears 
the cry of Plitted. ; We have quiet by 
therto; andlo {till we fould have been, had nor 
che Great God at this time laid us under a dowb!s 
engagement to do ſomething for our lecurity : be- 
{1des, what we have in the ſtrangely unanimous 
inclination, Which our Counctrymen by extream< 
eſt neceſlitxes ar2 driven unto. For hrit, we are 
Informed that the reſt of the Engliſh America 1s 


— 


Alarmed with juſt and grgat fears, that they way 
he attaqu'd by the French, who have lately { *ris 
{aid ) already treated many of the Englith with 
worle then Tur4:{ Crueltys ; and while we are 
in equaFeanger of being ſurpriſed by them, it is 
high cume'we ſhould be bettec guarded, then we 
are lik>egbe while the Government, remains ine 
the hand by which it hath been held of late. 
Moreover, we have underſtood, ( though the Go- 
wernoar has taken all :imaginable care to keep us 
all ignorant thereof) that the Almighty God hath 
been pledfed to proſper the noble undertaking of 
the Prince of Orange, to preſerve the three King- 
doms from the horrible brinks of Popery and 
Slavery, and to bring to a. Condign puniſhment 
thole x97/t of men, by whom Erglifh Liberties 
have been deftroy'd ; in compliance with which 
Glorious Action, we ought lurely to follow the 


' Panterns rich ;he Nobility, Gentry and Come, 


monaley, 


monalty in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom have 
ſer before us, tho 1gh :b:y therein have chiefly 
propoſed to prevent what we already endure: 


$ XII We do therefore ſeize upon the per: 
ſons of thoſe few 11] men which have been ( next 
to our fans ) the grand authors of our miſeries: 
Reſolving to ſecure them,for whar Juſtice, Ordeis 
trom his Highneſs with the Parl:ament ſhall di- 
rc, leſt ere we are aware we find ( what we 
may fear, being on all fides iu danger ) our ſelves 


| 


to be by them given away to a Forreign Power, 
before ſuch orders can reach unts-us; for which 
Orders we now Humbly wait. In the mean time 
firmly believing: that we have endeavoured no- 
thing but what meer Duty to God and our Corn, 
try calls for at our Hands, we commit our Enter- 
priſe unto the Bleſſing of Him, ho bears, the cry 
of the Oppreyed;, and adviſe all our Neighbours 


joyn with us in Prayers and all juſt Attions for 
the Proſperity of the Land. 


BOSTON Printed by Samuel! Green, and Sold by Benjamin Farris 


at the London Coffee-Houſer 


1639, 


X 


tor whom we have thus ventured our ſelves to * * 


